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The Portuguese Football Players’ Union (SJPF) and 
the Financial Supervisors’ National Council (CNSF) 
launched a Financial Education Project for the 
football player´s, under the message “Everyone 
Counts. And in football too.”
 
Rui Jorge, under-21 national couch and former 
player of Portuguese national team is the project’s 
ambassador, that intends promote saving habits to 
develop skills on financial management in active 
and former football players.
 
“Considering his role on the national U21 team and 
the relation with the younger generations of 
players, that we intend to educate better, 
combined with his credibility, we chose Rui Jorge 
to be this project’s ambassador. Besides friendship, 
what brings us together is the concern with the 
football players’ integral formation”, revealed 
SJPF’s president, Joaquim Evangelista, in the 
initiative’s presentation speech.
 
The Union’s president said: “The high-profile cases 
of football or basketball players that declared 
bankruptcy worldwide and the increase of national 
football player´s that are broke or with serious 
financial issues, puts financial education as an 
important topic in the agenda.”
 
Joaquim Evangelista highlighted this initiative’s 
goals: “ We want develop investigation on financial 
literacy number sand prepare learning sessions 

FINANCIAL EDUCATION PROJECT

THE INITIATIVE’S 
AMBASSADOR, RUI JORGE, 
POINTED OUT THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THIS PROJECT 
FOR THE FUTURE GENERATIONS 
OF FOOTBALL PLAYERS.
 “IT’S AN HONOR FOR ME TO BE 
AMBASSADOR OF A PROJECT OF 
THIS NATURE. THE UNION HAS 
BEEN DEVELOPING A REALLY 
IMPORTANT WORK, ESSENTIAL 
TO THE PLAYERS PRESENT AND 
FUTURE. I’M VERY PLEASED TO 
BE PART OF THIS INITIATIVE”.
 RUI JORGE ALSO WARNED FOR 
THE PROBLEMS FACED BY 
FOOTBALL PLAYERS IN THE END 
OF THEIR CAREER: “I’D LIKE TO 
REFER TO ONE PARTICULAR 
PROBLEM: ONLY A SMALL 
PERCENTAGE EARNS, AS A 
PLAYER, AMOUNTS THAT 
ALLOW THEM, WITH A CAREFUL 
MANAGEMENT, HAVE A 
PEACEFUL FUTURE. 
THEREFORE, I CALL ATTENTION 
TO THE FACT THAT MOST OF 
THE PLAYERS CAN´T SUSTAIN 
THE SAME LIFESTYLE, AND AT 
THAT MOMENT THE FINANCIAL 
PROBLEMS BEGIN TO 
INCREASE.”
RUI JORGE, EMBASSADOR AND 
UNDER-21 NATIONAL COACH

specially designed the players and the 
specificities of its activity .”
 
Setting education as a priority, Joaquim 
Evangelista remembered also the protocols 
with different institutions and universities 
under the education project of the Union and 
highlighted the commitment to promote dual 
careers, ending his speech by thanking the 
Financial Supervisors’ National Council for 
accepting the invitation to carry on this project.
 
“I’m pleased to see that an increasingly number 
of partners that aren’t in the football world are 
associating themselves to our causes and 
sharing our concerns. There’s an opportunity to 
make a difference, implementing an 
educational policy in sport, assuring the new 
generation’s future”.
 



The Financial Education project has as its target-audience 
every young player, active and former football players and 
assumes as its main goal to sensitize the athletes for the 
importance of a proper financial management.
 
On behalf of the Financial Supervisors’ National Council, 
Lúcia Leitão, president of the Coordination Commission 
and representative of the Portugal Bank, highlighted the 
strategy that will be defined in this project.
 
“This initiative translates the motto so that everyone can 
engage in the importance of having adequate financial 
knowledge. It’s an extremely broad project, of training and 
awareness, and strategy, on medium and long term, it has 
to be thought of according to its target-audiences. Count 
with us to support football players in this matter”, assured 
Lúcia Leitão.
 
The representative for Market Commission Securities in 
the Coordination Commission of the National Plan of 
Financial Training, São Igreja, thanked the Union for the 
challenge launched to CNSF, and promised to meet the 
expectations set for this project.
 

Rui Fidalgo, representative of the Supervisory Authority 
for Insurance and Pension Funds in the Coordination 
Commission of the National Plan of Financial Training, 
praised the importance of financial literacy: “More 
information results in better decisions and, for this reason, 
we will outline a long-term saving strategy for the 
players.”
 
Portugal League’s president, Pedro Proença, referred that 
not every football player can reach the top, so the Union 
and stakeholders have an important preventive role:
 
“There are very few players that get a millionaire contract. 
For that I congratulate the Portuguese Union for the 
excellent work it has been developing in the scope of dual 
careers and for this initiative”, stated Pedro Proença”.

 Tiago Craveiro, FPF’s chief executive approached this 
project’s importance for the player’s present and future, 
giving a few international examples.
 
“In the United States of America, four out of every five 
American football players will be bankrupt in three years. In 
England, two out of every Premier League’s players will be 
bankrupt after five years. We’re talking about highly 
professionalized leagues. That’s why financial education is a 
relevant subject for our athletes”, underlined Tiago Craveiro.
 
João Paulo Rebelo, Secretary of State of Youth and Sport 
(SEJD) was also present to support the Financial Education 
project.

“This initiative intends to fight against player’s financial 
illiteracy and help them to have more suitable financial 
behaviors.

The Player’s Union and the Financial Supervisors’ National 
Council should be congratulated for creating this project”, 
concluded the Secretary of State”.
 
The presentation took place in the Sport’s National Museum, 
in Lisbon, in which attended several figures of Portuguese 
football, among them João Vieira Pinto (director of the 
Portuguese Football Federation), Tiago Craveiro (CEO of the 
Portuguese Football Federation), Hélio Sousa (under-19 
national coach), Pedro Proença (Portugal League’s president), 
João Paulo Rebelo (State Secretary of Youth and Sport) and 
José Pereira (president of the Football Coaches National 
Association), as well as the technical team and football 
players of the 15th Training Camp, carried out by the Union, 
for football players without contract.


