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16TH TRAINING CAMP
The 16th Training Camp, organized by the 
Portuguese Players’ Union and directed at 
non-contract footballers, started on August 
13 at the Porto Pinheiro Sports Complex in 
Odivelas. For the first time in 16 editions, 
the Training Camp, for non-club footballers, 
took place in Odivelas, at the Porto Pinheiro 
Sports Complex, in what will be the future 
home of the Union and where the Player’s 
Academy will be built.

The technical staff, led by José Carlos and 
Joaquim Rebelo, assisted by Ranque Franque, 
guided the training sessions of the 16th 
Training Camp, during three weeks, main-
taining the main goal of the Union’s initiative: 
to ensure sports activity for players without 
a club.

Between the ages of 19 and 24, with the 
exception of João Meira and Luís Gonçalves, 
the young participants of the Training Camp 
showed commitment during the three weeks 
of work, taking advantage of the conditions 
offered by the Union during the period of 
inactivity.

During the Training Camp, several players 
got the opportunity to show their qualities in 
clubs, such as the cases of Pedro Maçãs (who 
went on to train with Académica SF squad), 
João Coelho (signed by Olivais e Moscavide) 
and Diogo Gonçalves (went to Damaiense).

 Next year, the Training Camp will be held 
again in Odivelas, with the same goal as 
always: to promote the employability of 
players without a club.

João Meira among the participants

The 31-year-old central defender, who 
in the last season played on Valerenga 
(Norway) and had previously competed in 

Major League Soccer (MLS) for the Chica-
go Fire, was one of the players who took 
advantage of the conditions offered by the 
Training Camp, before to go to other places.

With more than 40 games on the Portugue-
se First League, for Belenenses, João Meira 
advises professional players without a club 
to participate in the Training Camp in future 
editions: “It is a very good initiative on the 
part of the Union, which allows players 
without a club to work with quality. Instead 
of running alone or training in gyms, it’s 
much better to join a team, and I think they 
should follow my example and come to the 
Training Camp.”

Statements:

 “It is with great satisfaction that the Muni-
cipality of Odivelas welcomes and associa-
tes to the Training Camp. This is another 
step in the fruitful and promising partner-
ship established between the Municipality 
and the Players’ Union.”

Hugo Martins, Mayor of Odivelas

 “It is an important milestone for the Union 
to have the possibility of carrying out the 
Training Camp in Odivelas. We have taken 
the first step in a successful partnership for 
both parties. The pitch is in great conditions 

and players who do not have a club should 
take advantage of the excellent conditions 
offered here.”

José Carlos, Coach of the 16th Training Camp

“I decided to participate because former 
colleagues who had already been there 
spoke to me very well about the Training 
Camp. The Union is here to help us and 
this is an interesting experience for those 
without a club.”

João Coelho, participant of the 16th Training Camp



Link to the article: Link to the article: http://sjogadores.pt/?pt=news&op=OP_SHOW_DETAIL&id=9613
Link to the pictures: http://sjogadores.pt/?pt=fotos1520008795&op=OP_SHOW_DETAIL&id=9245
Link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=44&v=M8ci1adspI4

“With these Council, Union will 
be even stronger and will count 
with the knowledge, the inte-
lligence and the experience of 
our glories. Portuguese players 
cannot be forgotten.”

Hermínio Loureiro, Portuguese Foo-
tball Association Vice-President

“This Council intends to honor 
the references of our football 
and to be a plural, active and 
respected space in sport. We 
want to preserve the collective 
memory, to benefit from the 
experience of those who gave 
the most to Portuguese football, 
to guarantee an active aging and 
that Portuguese glories continue 
alive.”

Joaquim Evangelista, Portuguese 
Players’ Union President

“I accepted this challenge wi-
thout reserves, having also pre-
sent, forgive me the immodesty, 
the role that I had, half a century 
ago already, on the creation of 
Union, in a politically very ad-
verse period of our country. This 
Council may constitute a good 
reason to improve sportive cul-
ture as a whole.”

António Simões, Veterans Council 
President


