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with captains
Portuguese Players’ Union President and 
team captains of Portuguese First and Se-
cond League clubs met with Portuguese 
League, Portuguese Football Association 
and Government to study measures that 
stop the suspicions about their professional 
conduct, which has affected the footballers in 
Portugal on the recent times. After an inten-
se attack to the referees activity last season, 
this time the players are in the center of the 
clubs rivalry disputes. The media are giving 
attention to cases of suspicions about the 
conduct of players in the game (either becau-
se it made a bad game, or because it made a 
better game than usual), resulting from the 
public comments of clubs Presidents, Com-
munication Directors, commentators on TV, 
or anonymous complaints to the authorities. 
In this context, several players have seen their 
personal life exposed on social media and su-
ffered with threatens to their families, often 
through contacts and anonymous messages, 
without any possibility to defend their perso-
nal and professional integrity. After the mee-
tings, Portuguese Union President revealed 
some of the proposals in discussion, such as 
an educational campaign with the message 
“respect the player”, aggravated regulatory 
and legislative penalties to the sports agents 
who made false acusations and derogatory 
comments in public, or those who appeal to 
hatred and violence against players, celerity 
and effectiveness in sports justice application. 
All the captains, including those of SL Benfi-
ca, FC Porto and Sporting CP, show their su-
pport to this initiative. To represent the team 
captains, five players of the First League and 
two of the Second have been presents in the 
meetings.

“The request to this initiative came from 
the team captains. There are basic demo-
cratic principels violated every day in por-
tuguese press. If a player do something 
that, in the view of the club, violates some 
of his obligations, so he must have a dis-
ciplinar procedure where can present a 
defence, and if there are a criminal inves-
tigation in course, the justice secret must 
be respected and the investigations, or 
legal procedures, have faster conclusions. 
Zero tolerance to corruption and criminal 
activities in sports.” Joaquim Evangelista, 
Portuguese Players’ Union President
  
“We are European champions because 
we have the best players, so we also have 
responsibility in the defense and integrity 
of those professionals who, above all, are 
heads of family. Our preoccupation is big-
ger in this final step of the competitions. 
As has already happened with referees, 
we are available to discuss measures that 
allow to combat this suspicion climate 
and to demonstrate complete disgust by 
all that puts in question the dignity of the 
players.” Pedro Proença, Portugal League 
President

“The goal is to leave a clear message of 
environment that we live. We are here to 
transmit our preoccupation and to pass 
a message that values and respects us. 
Behind each player is a man and is a huge 
discomfort to see our name constantly as-
sociated to polemic questions.” Tarantini, 
Rio Ave captain

“This affects all, the show, the producti-
vity, we all get hurt. We do feel a lot con-
ditioned. Today, have the ball it’s not as 
good as it was some time ago. There is 
nervousness when we face the big clubs, 
there is conditioning. Who contributes to 
this is who has exposure and who is given 
a word. There are many interests involved 
in this.” Fernando Alexandre, Académica 
captain

CAPTAINS ALL TOGETHER

With Joaquim Evangelista, José 
Carlos (Portuguese Players’ Union 
Vice-President) and João Oliveira 
(head of the legal office of Portu-
guese Players’ Union), in the mee-
ting with the League in OPorto 
have been:

• Nélson Lenho (Aves)
• Henrique (Boavista)
• Tarantini (Rio Ave)
• Ricardo (Paços de Ferreira)
• Wilson Eduardo (SC Braga)
• Bruno China (Leixões)
• Luís Dias (Penafiel).
• In Lisbon, on FA and Government 

meetings, have been:
• André Almeida (SL Benfica)
• Edinho (Vitória FC)
• Tiago Caeiro (Belenenses)
• Gonçalo Brandão (Estoril)
• Fernando Alexandre (Académica)
• Pedro Alves (Cova da Piedade)
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